PENLLERGAER COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of  meeting held on 14th January 2025

Published in accordance with the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021  and may be subject to amendment when the Minutes are considered for approval at the next Meeting of the Council. 
PRESENT. Councillor W Morgan (Chairman)

Councillors   

Mrs R A Talbot,   Mrs C Pugh, Mrs M Colwill, ,  Mrs R Thomas Mr G Alban,   Mr David Harris

Ms E O'Connor
APOLOGIES
Councillors Mrs G Richards,Mrs S Tucker

The Chairman referred to the sad passing of Councillor Fitzgerald, a long standing member of the Council and a tireless worker in the interests of the community of Penllergaer.  Her presence will be greatly missed.  The Council stood in a moment of silence  
09.25. 01  PUBLIC MEETING
No Public in attendance
09.25.02  DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
None
09.25.03  APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2024  were approved

09.25.04  MATTERS ARISING

Noted that the defibrillator has now been installed in the Sports Field attached to the external wall of the pavilion.  Code C 159 X
09.25.05  CORRESPONDENCE
None
09.25.06  NEWSLETTER
None
09.25.07 FINANCE REPORT

(a) Invoices for payment

The following invoices were approved for Payment
Councillor Mr W Morgan                     Reimb Elec materials V Hall          £39.97

Mr D L Hoskins                                    Clerks Exps Oct/Dec 24                £164.39

Knight and Brenchley Ltd                     Hire of lighting V Hall                    £24.00

Swansea City Council                           Hire of Sleigh                                 £400.00

Friends of Penllergare Valley Woods    Subscription 2025                            £25.00

R D Thomas                                          Tree work Sports Field                   £850.00

Life Support Training and Safety          New defibrillator                           £1645.00

(b) Amended Financial Regulations
To approve the updated Financial Regulations as provided by National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

(c) Budget, Precept and Indicative Band “D” Council Tax  for 2025/26 (see attached Appendices 1-5)
[image: image1.emf]The proposed Budget, Precept and indicative Band “D” Council Tax is set out in the 

attached Appendices (pages 2 – 5)

For the current year the main variances in the projected income and expenditure are compared

to the original budget

In the case of the Village Hall essential work has been carried out in order to eradicate damp and 

mould as well as replacing the rotten floor in the cot room. This has resulted in excessive costs 

being incurred in the current year.

Other cost increases include repainting and replacement windows.

Increased usage however has resulted in an increase in the amount of fees raised during 2024/25

National pay awards have resulted in an increase in cost of Administration as well as the cost of 

Wales Audit following the triennial full audit carried out in the previous year.

Cost increases in the Sports Field resulted from the removal of trees due to disease and deemed

as a danger as well as the installation of a defibrillator at the Pavilion.

Other major cost increases in the current year resulted from the net cost of the Circus held on the

Sports Field decoration of BT boxes and Christmas celebrations

In overall terms therefore at this stage of the financial year the projected income and expenditure 

will require a transfer of £26,954 from the Reserve Fund in the current year

For the next financial year the draft budget proposals for 2025/26 as set out in the Appendices 

reflect the expected levels of income and expenditure given the uncertain inflationary pressures

that exist at this point in time and which will facilitate the maintenance and running costs of the 

Village Hall, Sports Field and Pavilion together with the annual floral displays, special events

Section 137 grants and costs of administration 

The budget proposals for 2025/26 as set out would require a precept of £16,000 together with a 

transfer of £15,100 from the General Reserve Fund in 2025/26 

The resultant Band “D” Council Tax would be £9.77 (£9.16 2024/25) a small increase over the 

current year and one of the lowest in the City Council area.

The General Reserve Fund will continue to be used as a contingency to fund unexpected costs

mainly related to the cost of maintaining the Village Hall, for funding new developments on the

Sports Field as well as maintaining a low level of Council Tax for residents.

The projected balance on the Reserve Fund is expected to amount to £87,683 at 31

st

 March 2025.

The balance on the General Reserve Fund is projected to be £72,583 at 31

st

 March 2026.

Resolved that the Budget proposals for 2025/26 as set out above be approved together with the appointment of the internal auditor for the forthcoming financial year.

09.25.08 WEB SITE Up to date

09.25.09 REPORT OF THE SUB COMMITTEES.

Sports Field
It was reported that the current arrangements for the use of the football pitches is working well.

However payments by the Junior League are outstanding for October, November and December.

It was agreed that 2 Football Fun days be held at end of August

It was also agreed to hire a skip for the removal of rubbish from the Field.

A request from the cricket club for portable nets to be located on the Field was also noted without objection.
Village Hall
The following issues were raised 

· Electrical fault causing tripping of lights and other associated electrical problems requiring a call out, investigation and works to carry out repairs. It was agreed to install separate circuits and to request quotes for a 3 year electrical inspection certificate.

· Boiler leaking resulting in a loss of heating. Situation to be monitored

· Radiators not working properly 

It was agreed to investigate the possibility of a  application for improvements to the Village Hall including the heating system.
Environment/ Police
No report
09.25.10 CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
None
09.25.11 RESIDENTS QUERIES
Concern over potholes in Llewelyn Road.
09.25.12 DATE OF NEXT MEETING.11th February 2025

D.L.Hoskins CPFA

Clerk to the Council
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