Minutes 26.04/8.9.26
PENLLERGAER COMMUNITY COUNCIL (PCC)

 MINUTES OF THE  MEETING  OF COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Council held  on Tuesday, 8th September 2026 at 19:00 in the Village Hall.

Present:

Councillors: Mr Wyn Morgan (Chair), Mr Gareth Alban, Mr Matthew Eynon, Mr Dave Harris, Mrs Christine Pugh, Mrs Glenys Richards, Mrs Rosemary Talbot, Mrs Rebecca Thomas and Mrs Sian Tucker

Ward Councillor: Mr Tony Fitzgerald

Clerk to the Council: Mrs Jayne Walters

44. Questions from Members of the Public:
Relates to agenda item 26.04.10.1

Members of the public raised concerns about litter and food waste left at the Pavilion and the Pavilion gates. 

The Council was asked about its waste collection and recycling provision, noting that users  are asked to take their rubbish home but this is not happening with litter including plastic bottles frequently left on the field. Councillor Thomas noted that clearing rubbish usually falls to councillors and officers of the Council. The Council’s arrangements for recycling will be discussed as part of the arrangements for the hire of the sports field at the forthcoming extraordinary meeting.

45. 	Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Councillor Marlene Colwill.

46. 	Declaration of Members’ Interests
No declarations were made.

47. 	Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council
It was resolved that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 14th July 2026 be approved as a correct record. 

48. 	Update to Action Tracker

	
	Item
	Update
	Status & Responsibility

	48.1
	Update on transfer of solar panels
	The Clerk informed members that this is in progress.
	Ongoing - Clerk

	48.2
	Update on complaint submitted to Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO)
	Councillor Harris informed members that a referral has been made to the ICO as to whether Swansea Council has the information requested from them in a previous freedom of information request (FOI).
	Ongoing – Councillor Harris

	48.3
	Update on Neighbourhood Watch Scheme
	No update. This action is to be removed.
	Withdrawn

	48.4
	Update on planning application for Penllergaer Business Park
	Councillor Harris informed members that a letter has been sent to the Welsh Government’s Housing Minister and the heads of planning and transport at Swansea Council, asking for the planning approval to be revoked. 
Councillor Harris stated that the SSTN, which should gauge the highway network hasn’t been used on any planning application since the LDP. 

The Council is awaiting a response to this letter from Welsh Government. It was noted that the Department for Transport has replied confirming that the worst-case scenarios for the junction have been assessed. 
	
It was resolved that Councillor Harris send a further two letters: one to the Head of Planning and the second, an FoI.

Ongoing – Councillor Harris


	48.5
	Update to purchase of Zoom licence
	Councillor Thomas informed members that she has explored various options and suggested that Google workspace provides a good solution. It was noted that this includes online booking. Additional evaluation to be undertaken.
	Ongoing – Councillors Thomas / Alban

	48.6
	Sports field usage
	Councillor Alban informed members that teams have been reminded about agreed usage times.
	Complete

	48.7
	Installation of goal posts
	It was noted that the holes for the posts cannot be located.
	Complete

	48.8
	Online booking system for sports field
	Google Workspace has been identified as a possible solution – further evaluation to be undertaken.
	Ongoing – Councillors Thomas / Alban

	48.9
	MS Teams site
	The Clerk informed members that a personal MS Teams account will not support document sharing. Google Drive is now being used but it was noted that users need a Google account to access. 
	Complete

	48.10
	Centralised training records and training review
	Further discussion is required. 
	Ongoing -Committee

	48.11
	Swansea Rural Renewable Energy Grant (UK Local Growth Fund)
	Councillor Eynon outlined opportunities to install heat pumps in the village halls. However, this may require new electricity sources and management. Further discussion is needed.
	Outstanding - Councillor Eynon

	48.12
	Fees for sports field 
	Councillor Alban confirmed that outstanding fees had been  received. We are still awaiting confirmation of fees charged by Swansea Council.


	Outstanding -Councillor Alban




49.	Chair’s Business

49.1	Approval of Grants Policy and Application Form
A proposed grants policy and application form was presented to members for consideration.

It was resolved that this be considered at the meeting on 13th October 2026 to allow members more time to read the proposed documents.

49.2	Request for donation to support a Community Little Library
A request for a donation of £100 had been received for a Community Little Library. Members considered the request and it was resolved that a donation of £100 be made.

49.3	Request for donation to support Penllergaer AFC Seniors
The Clerk informed members that this request had been withdrawn.

49.4	Note change to name of Community Council
The Clerk informed members that the name of the Council had formally been changed to Penlle’r-gaer Community Council. It is not anticipated that signage in the village be changed until it comes to the end of its life cycle. Changes before this would likely result in a charge by the Highways Department.

49.5	Grants
Members were asked to consider how they wished to be informed of grants made available to the Council. Members noted that this should be supported by a Council strategic plan. It was resolved that this be discussed at the next monthly meeting.

49.6	Review of Training Plan
It was noted that the Training Plan had been adopted in 2022 and needs to be reviewed and updated. It was noted that this includes Code of Conduct training. Members were asked to confirm that they had completed this training.

49.7 	Employment Rights Briefing
Members were informed of the Employment Rights Act 2025 (ERA25), a major reform package containing over 28 proposals affecting employers and employees which is being introduced through staged implementation.

Further provisions from October 2026 will require employers to issue a written statement on the right to join a trade union, take all reasonable steps to prevent sexual harassment, and ensure employees are not harassed by third parties.

49.8	Martyn’s Law
Members received a brief update on Martyn’s Law (Protect Duty) and the Council’s responsibilities for public events. The Committee noted that the legislation will require the Council to carry out terrorism risk assessments, implement proportionate security measures, ensure staff and volunteers are briefed and maintain evidence of compliance for inspection. Duties will vary according to event size and risk level.

49.9	New model contract of employment for Clerks
Members were informed that a new model contract of employment has been drafted by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC). The Model Contract was supported by the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and One Voice Wales (OVW). 

The new model contract of employment is based on green book conditions. Note 
that that the only changes relate to probationary periods and references to statutory 
sick pay which are necessitated as a result of the Employment Rights Act 2025.

It was resolved that this be adopted.

49.10	Risk Register
To be confirmed.

49.11	Annual Investment Strategy
To be confirmed
	
49.12 	Budget for 2026-27 
To be confirmed.

49.13 	Local Government Restructuring
Members were informed that additional information had been provided about the local government restructure. 

50.	Updated / Additional Council Policies 

	
	Policy Name
	Changes
	Action

	50.1
	Civility and Respect Pledge
	New 

	The Clerk informed members that this has been proposed by OVW to ensure high standards and a respectful culture. It was resolved that this would be considered at the meeting on 13th October 2026.

	50.2
	Equality & Diversity Policy
	Updated Council name
	Resolved to adopt the updated policy

	50.3
	Environmental Policy
	Updated Council name
	Resolved to adopt the updated policy

	50.4
	Safeguarding Policy
	Update Council name and minor changes
	Resolved to adopt the updated policy



51.	Public Questions
No questions had been received prior to the meeting.

52.	Correspondence
The following correspondence was received and actioned as follows:

	Correspondence
	Action

	Public Services Ombudsman for Wales – Quarterly Newsletter
	Noted

	OVW - Innovative Practice Conference – 30th September 2026 at Royal Welsh Showground
	Noted

	OVW - E-Bulletin Issue 28
	Noted

	Zurich Insurance – Summer Update 2026
	Noted

	Public Appointments Wales - Latest adverts for public appointments in Wales
	Noted

	Ystadau Cymru – Climate Action Survey
	Noted

	Wales for Europe - People’s Emergency Briefing
	Noted

	OVW - Funding Newsletter – August 2026
	Noted

	Keep Wales Tidy – Dynamic Purchasing System
	Noted



53.	 Finance Report
The Clerk outlined all income and expenditure since the last monthly meeting of the Council on 14th July 2026. 

It was resolved that the payments be approved and noted.

54.	Reports from Sub-Commitees
54.1	Sports Field   
It was resolved that an extraordinary meeting be convened to discuss issues relating to hire and use of the sports field. This would include discussion about litter, recycling and locking up.

Councillor Thomas informed members that she had identified hand driers for use in the Pavilion at a cost of £139.99 each. Installation costs still need to confirm. It was resolved to purchase three driers.

It was resolved to explore options for motion sensor lights. 

54.2	Village Hall 
It was noted that a kickboxing club is using the Village Hall on Tuesdays and Fridays with ad hoc usage on Saturdays and Sundays. 

54.3	Environment
Members were informed that a new AI powered road sign relating to speed and motorbikes has been installed. These have been installed around Swansea. 


54.4	Police
Nothing to report.

55.5 	Events 
Councillor Thomas confirmed that the Christmas event will take place on 9th December 2026.

56.	Consideration of Planning Applications
	
	Ref
	Applicant Name
	Address
	Application Details

	56.1
	2026/1176/FUL
	Mr Kyle Kalmuczak
(Householder)
	43 Mansion Gardens, Penllergaer, Swansea, SA4 9GY
	Single storey rear part side extension

	56.2
	2026/1184/FUL
	Mr Scott Tancock
(Householder)
	117 Gorseinon Road, Penllergaer, Swansea, SA4 9AA
	Erection of a detached garden room

	56.3
	2026/1226/FUL
	Ms Jenny ONeill
	Penllergare Valley Woods , Penllergaer, Swansea, SA4 9GS
	Construction of a small, purpose-built bat roost structure

	56.4
	2026/1299/S73
	Gower College Swansea
	Former M&P Direct  , Phoenix Way , Gorseinon, Swansea, SA4 9HN
	Proposed change of use from warehouse comprising of offices, showrooms, workshop and cafe to Use Class D1 (non-residential 
institution) for non-residential education / training purposes, in addition to extensions to the existing unit, a new build workshop unit and all 
associated works, including Solar Panels (Variation of the approved plans and documents within condition 2 and to vary the wording of 
condition 3, 9, 10, 11 & 12 of planning permission 2026/0411/S73 approved 18th May 2026, originally approved on 20th November 2025 under application 2025/0533/FUL)




	
57. Issues from Councillors 
Issues relating to black bag collection and parking were raised. Councillor Fitzgerald to action.
 
58. 	Date of Next Meeting
The next monthly meeting will be held at 19:00 on Tuesday, 13th October  2026.

Addendum
It was agreed that an extraordinary meeting would be held on Wednesday, 23rd September 2026.
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